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LLANGOLLEN IN LIQUIDATION 

The sad news arrived on St David’s Day that the Llangollen Railway has gone into liquidation. The 

losses appear to be primarily due to difficulties on the contract engineering side of the business, so it is 

to be hoped that the operating railway can be extricated from the problems. The photograph, showing 

80072 arriving at Llangollen, was taken in 2018. 

 

PLANT BLOSSOMS 

Doncaster Council’s landmark refurbishment of 

the Danum Gallery and Museum is now almost 

complete. Two tracks have been laid inside and 

GNR 251 (photographed at Doncaster) and 

LNER 4771 Green Arrow are the first 

locomotives to be installed as examples of the 

town’s ‘Plant’ works production, while there will 

be a rotating display of railwayana from the 

legendary Doncaster Grammar School Railway 

Society collection. Look out for virtual tours this 

month ahead of physical opening.   
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HIGH LIFE 

The High Line in New York City, a former New York Central freight line on viaduct down the west 

side of Manhattan, has been redeveloped since 2006 into a linear urban park as a highly successful focus 

for urban regeneration, photographed in 2015. Its landscape architect, James Corner, has now been 

selected to work on a similar but much shorter Camden Highline on part of the North London Railway 

from York Way (north of King’s Cross) running west past Camden Road station to Camden Gardens. 

This will differ materially from New York in that the viaduct will be shared with Overground trains. I 

suspect New York’s rail-mounted sunloungers might not be seen, though. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENT [subject to restrictions] 

15–18 April: Severn Valley Railway: Spring Steam Up, 2999 Lady of Legend visiting (pre-booked seats only). 

 

CURIOSITY CORNER 

I can’t vouch for the truth of this one, but it is said that the composer Dvořák, something of a railway 

enthusiast, questioned the suitability of his daughter’s choice of husband – his pupil Josef Suk – when 

he sent the young man to the nearest station to collect an engine number and he returned with the number 

of the tender. 
 

FEBRUARY QUIZ ANSWERS 
1. A: Kylchap exhaust; B: C. Hamilton Ellis; C: Gotthard; D: Knocked down and killed G.J. Churchward; E: 

Tangerine 

2. A: Challow; B: Dunton Green; C: Saxmundham; D: Verney Junction; E: Yatton 

3. A: Metropolitan-Vickers, Stockton-on-Tees; B: Birmingham Railway Carriage & Wagon Co., Smethwick; C: 

Beyer, Peacock, Gorton (Manchester); D: North British Locomotive Co., Springburn (Glasgow); E: ALSTOM, 

Valencia (Spain) 

4. A: George Dow*; B: John Marshall; C: Vic Mitchell (of Middleton Press); D: G.A. Sekon (of Railway 

Magazine); E: David St John Thomas (of David & Charles) 

5. A: Nederlandse Spoorwegen (Netherlands state railway); B: British Rail Telecommunications; C: Tyne & 

Wear Metro; D: TransManche Link 
* Dow was a BR Divisional manager (at Stoke), not Regional as per the question – sorry about that! 
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MARCH QUIZ  (answers in April issue) 

 

1. Some general questions. 

A. This place has stations suffixed Central, North, South, East, West, Town and Main Line. 

Where? 

B. What was Gresley’s experimental 4-6-4 no. 10000 nicknamed? 

C. Why were the Deltics so called? 

D. What is the nickname applied retrospectively to drivers’ assistants of the 1968–1988 

period? 

E. Last November, a Dutch suburban train overshot the buffers at De Akkers station. What 

prevented it from crashing 10m to the ground? 

 

2. On which lines would you find (or have found) the following summits? 

A. Ais Gill. 

B. Golfa. 

C. Notgrove. 

D. Raven’s Rock. 

E. Sugar Loaf. 

 

3. What rack (or similar assisting technology) is used on the following lines? 

A. Snowdon Mountain. 

B. Snaefell. 

C. Pilatus. 

D. Vitznau–Rigi-Bahn. 

E. Mount Washington. 

 

4. All at sea? 

A. Name the LNER ship which is the world’s  last seagoing passenger-carrying paddle 

steamer. 

B. Name the GWR Kingswear–Dartmouth ferry 1908–1954. 

C. In 1918 the War Office introduced a train ferry to the continent: what was its English port? 

D. From where did the Midland Railway run a shipping service to the Isle of Man? 

E. To what group was Sealink UK sold in 1984? 

 

5. Picture questions, all from Wales (pictures overleaf) 

A. What is this lion guarding? 

B. A bridge near the border – name it. 

C & D. A subshed and its parent – name them. 

E. For what line was this locomotive adapted? 

F. A Welsh railway entrepreneur and the dock offices of one of his lines – who and which? 

 
 
STOP PRESS: Witney Oxford Transport will submit a bid to the Restoring Your Railway 

Fund to explore plans to build a new line between Yarnton and Witney. 

 
“Buffer Stop” is edited by Matthew Searle <matthew904@btinternet.com> (who also took the pictures) and 

published by the Oxfordshire Railway Society; the views therein are not necessarily those of the Society. Closing 

date for next issue: 31 March 
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